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Plumbing Options Initial Responsibility of 
Homeowner 

 
ADVANTAGES 

 
DISADVANTAGES 

Maintenance 
Responsibility of 

Homeowner 
1. No Plumbing in house.  1. No space required in 

house. 
2. No electricity required 

1. Must go outside to use 
privy or use honey bucket. 

2. Must haul water 

1. Must dig new pit for privy 
every couple years. 

2. Privy must be kept 
painted. 

2. Kitchen Sink, Water 
Heater & Septic Tank 

1. Provide area in house for 
Sink (5.5ft. x 2½ ft.). 

 
 

1. Will have water inside 
house. 

2. Could add toilet at later 
date as septic tank will be 
included initially. 

3.  

1. Must go outside to use 
privy (no toilet in house). 

2. Must set aside room for 
sink in house. 

3. If toilet is added later, it 
will be the complete 
responsibility of 
homeowner. 

4. Electricity recommended . 

1a. Must dig new pit for privy 
every couple years, or;  

1b. Septic tank must have 
sludge removed every 5 
years at a cost of about 
$150-200. 

2.   Sink and faucet must be 
maintained & repaired 
occasionally. 

3.   Privy must be kept 
painted, and repaired 
occasionally. 

4.  Must pay for water and 
electricity or propone 
used. 

3. Sink, toilet, lavatory, water 
heater, and septic tank 
(without IHS plumbing 
wall). 

1. Provide walled room in 
house or an addition so 
IHS can install the fixtures 
& plumbing (7ft. x 5ft.). 

 
Partition should be 2” x 6” 
construction 
 

1. Will have plumbing in 
house including sink, toilet 
and lavatory. 

1. Must set aside room in 
house or build addition for 
small bathroom and sink. 

2. Will not have bathtub. 
3. Must have the walled 

room or addition 
completed when plumbers 
arrived. 

4. Electricity recommended. 

1. All fixtures inside house 
must be maintained and 
repaired occasionally. 

2. Septic tank must have 
sludge removed every 3 – 
5 years at a cost of about 
$150-200. 

3. Must pay for water used. 

3a. Sink, toilet, lavatory, water 
heater, and septic tank 
(using IHS short plumbing 
wall). 

 

1. Provide area in house for 
fixtures & plumbing wall 
(6ft. x 12ft. minimum). 

1. Will have plumbing in 
house including sink, toilet 
and lavatory. 

2. Will not have to provide 
walled room or addition. 

1. Must set aside room in 
house or build addition. 

2. Will not have bathtub. 
3. Sink must be back to back 

w/toilet & lavatory. 
4.  Electricity recommended. 

 
 
 

Same as Option 3 
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DISADVANTAGES 
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Responsibility of 
Homeowner 

4. Complete plumbing in 
house (sink, toilet, hot 
water heater, lavatory, 
and tub/shower without 
IHS plumbing wall). 

1. Must provide walled room 
in house or an addition so 
IHS can install the fixtures 
(8ft. x 8ft. minimum). 

 

1. Will have complete 
plumbing facilities inside 
house. 

1. Must set aside room in 
house or build addition for 
large bathroom and sink. 

2. Must have walled room or 
addition completed when 
plumbers arrive to plumb 
house. 

3. Electricity recommended. 

 
 
 

Same as Option 3 

4a. Complete plumbing in 
house (sink, toilet, hot 
water heater, lavatory, 
and tub/shower) (using 
IHS long plumbing wall) 

1. Provide area in house for 
fixtures and plumbing wall 
(8ft. x 10ft. minimum). 

1. Will have complete 
plumbing facilities inside 
the homes. 

2. Will not have to provide 
walled room or addition. 

1. Must set aside room in 
house for large bathroom 
and sink. 

2. Sink must be back to back 
with toilet and lavatory. 

3. Electricity recommended. 

 
 
 

Same as Option 3 

5. Handicap facilities with 
options 4 or 4a. 

1. Provide area in house for 
fixtures and plumbing wall 
(12ft. x 12ft. minimum). 

1. Will have complete 
handicap plumbing 
facilities inside the homes. 

2. Will not have to provide 
walled room or addition. 

 

1. Must set room aside in 
house for large bathroom 
and sink. 

2. Sink must be back to back 
with toilet and lavatory. 

3. Electricity recommended. 

 
 
 

Same as Option 3 
 

 
NOTES: 
1. If a community sewer system is being installed, Plumbing Options 2, 3, 3a, 4, 4a, and 5, can be used.  The comments listed for 

these options are valid except there is no maintenance of a septic tank required.  However, there would be a monthly charge for 
sewer service.  Medical referrals only. 

2. If a community water is being installed, all plumbing options are available except for houses without electricity, a gas water heater 
will be required. 

3. If individual water facilities (cistern) are being installed, options 1, 2,3a and 3b are available with the following restrictions: 
a. The cistern must be located on a hill to provide gravity feed or an electric pump will be necessary for options 2, 3, and 3a.  If 

pump is provided an additional maintenance responsibility is incurred. 
b. For all options water must be hauled from a distance source and water have to be batch chlorinated and conserved. 
c. Cistern must be cleaned every 3 or 4 years. 
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